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Introduction
	The government defines the authority handed the capability of setting laws and directives for its society, grants assistance to civilians in understanding each other and relate to others, and ensures the smooth, secure and peaceful coordination and running of the society it is responsible for. The government of America is divided into three branches to separate the magnanimity of the powers of the government and create a balanced system of these powers in an effort to create uniformity in the mandates granted to each branch. 
Branches of the Government
The three branches of the government are Executive, Legislative, and the Judiciary. The Legislative branch is mandated to draft proposed laws and is comprised of the House of Senate, the House of Representative and special agencies that provide support services to the congress. The Vice President is considered as the head of the Senate but only votes in the case of a tie. Executive branch carries out and enforces laws and comprises of the President, Vice President, the Cabinet, and most federal agencies mandated for the same obligations. The Judiciary is charged with interpretation of the law as it pertain to the constitution and application of its interpretations to legal controversies involving the law. Judiciary is constituted of the Supreme Court and other Federal Courts. The Supreme Court is regarded as the highest court in the land chaired by 9 members; the Chief Justice and 8 associate Justices with a requirement of 6 to reach a quorum for a case to be heard (Longley, 2018). 
Check and Balances
	The Government enforces the concept of separation of powers through a system of checks and balances so as to limit the amount of power held through creation of balance of the authorities mandated by any single branch. Though the branches operate separately and independently, these checks and balances were instituted as a system of making the branches have obligations to control themselves and keep other branches in check. The President can veto a law passed by congress, proposes new laws to congress, and appoints federal officials as part of congress who make the laws. The Executive has mandated the President Powers to nominate judges to the Supreme Court, and pardon persons convicted of crimes. President Obama commuted the sentence of U.S. Army private Dwight J. Loving from a death sentence to a life without parole after convicted for the murder of two taxi drivers (Crouch, 2015). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Legislature keeps the executive in check by giving the Congress power to override presidential vetoes by 2/3 vote, Senate can reject proposed treaties and presidential nominations of federal judges and officials, and Congress can impeach a sitting President and remove him from power. Congress on the September 8 of 2016 overrode President Obama’s veto of legislation allowing 9/11 victim’s to sue the Saudi Arabian government (Bridge, 2014). The Legislative Branch also asserts checks and balances over the Judiciary through powers to: the Congress to create lower courts, the Congress to impeach judges of the lower federal courts, congress in amending the constitution and overturning decisions of the Supreme Court, and the Senate to reject nominees to the federal courts and the Supreme Court the senate set a precedent changing the rules of Supreme Court confirmations by using motions and filibusters to ease the process for nominee Neil Gorsuch (Vanoni, 2017). 
The Judicial branch grants the Supreme Court the power through Judicial Review to rule laws passed by the Legislature as unconstitutional. In the case of Hollingsworth v. Perry, the Supreme Court overturned the States ban on single sex marriage in California (Hollinsworth v. Perry, 2013).  The Judiciary also confirm over the Executive by using the power of Judicial review to rule that treaties and presidential actions as unconstitutional. The Supreme Court in the case of Bond v. United States ruled in favor of Bond in referring to the Congress exceeding its powers in passing a treaty (Bond v. US, 2014).
Equal Powers
The purpose of the Branches of the Government was to separate the powers but equality of the powers of all the branches has not yet been reached with the Legislature serving as the most powerful branch. This is visible by the Elastic Clause. The case of McCulloch v. Maryland, where the Chief Justice ruled in favor of the Congress stating that the state had no business taxing federal government entities is a great representation of the Elastic Clause (Simpson, 2013).
Conclusion
	The founding fathers in their bid to create a government that is checked by its subsidiary was successful, and they also illustrate magnificence when they created an elastic constitution. Equality in the branches however remains an unaccomplished desire.
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